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Scripture: 1 Peter 1:22-25 (NKJV)




 




1:22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 24 because




 




“All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, and its flower falls away,




 




25 “But the word of the Lord endures forever.”




 




Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you. 




 




Devotion




 




Our devotions so far this week have focused on the power of baptism, and what it does for us. Today, St. Peter reminds us of another aspect of our baptism, being “born again.” Being born again in baptism enables and empowers us to live with God-pleasing love for each other, as brethren, with a “pure heart.” Again, we are reminded that this is not of us (that is, “not of corruptible seed”), but through the Word of God.




 




We see and we can appreciate the things of this world, but they are temporary. As glorious and beautiful as the flowers we see appearing in spring are, we know that their beauty will fail and that those flowers will once again fall. The Word of the Lord, however, lives and abides forever. This is the incorruptible seed which is planted in us through the work of God’s ministry, and through God’s ministers. It is through this work that God nourishes and grows His Church, and this is what Christ promised would continue until He comes again in glory to judge the living and the dead. So, let us live out our lives on earth with sincere love for each other as we await His return!




 




Collect: Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we who have celebrated the solemnities of the Lord’s Resurrection, may, by the help of Thy grace, bring forth the fruits thereof in our life and conversation; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: Colossians 2:9-15 (NKJV)




 




2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.




 




11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 




 




Devotion




 




In this passage, the Apostle Paul connects baptism to circumcision. In the Old Testament, circumcision was the God-given sign of the covenant He had established with the people of Israel. Similarly, Christ claims us as Christians in our baptism. But there are important differences—circumcision belonged to the Old Testament. It was designed to point to the coming of Christ, but when Christ came, He fulfilled that Law and we are no longer bound to that covenant. Baptism will continue until the end of time, because of Christ’s command.




 




Baptism is powerful—Paul ties it directly to our faith, because just as God the Father raised Christ from the dead in His resurrection, even so He brings life to us through faith in Christ, which He works in us through baptism. This righteousness which comes to us in Word and Sacrament—including baptism—is directly opposed to righteousness by the Law and works. Such faith is reliance not on our own worthiness, but trusts that Christ has fulfilled all of those requirements for us. It is Christ’s obedience to the Law that God sees when He looks at us, and the faith that He works in us through Word and Sacrament connects us to Him forever. This is the “circumcision made without hands.”




 




Collect: Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we who have celebrated the solemnities of the Lord’s Resurrection, may, by the help of Thy grace, bring forth the fruits thereof in our life and conversation; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: Ezekiel 36:22-27 (NKJV)




 




36:22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “I do not do this for your sake, O house of Israel, but for My holy name’s sake, which you have profaned among the nations wherever you went. 23 And I will sanctify My great name, which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst; and the nations shall know that I am the Lord,” says the Lord God, “when I am hallowed in you before their eyes. 24 For I will take you from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and bring you into your own land. 25 Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.




 




Devotion




 




In these words, which God inspired through the prophet Ezekiel, our Lord reminds us of our state before Him. The nation of Israel constantly rebelled against God and His Law, despite numerous promises to obey Him. And yet they were unable to follow God or obey Him through their own strength and merit. All they deserved was death and destruction. Further, their rebellion was so obnoxious that it was causing the other nations to profane the Lord’s name!




 




Not for their sake (that is, not because of their merit or worthiness), but for God’s own Holy Name’s sake, He will sanctify Israel; that is, make them holy. Out of pure mercy and love, He promises to gather them from their exile in foreign countries, and place within them a new heart and new spirit. And God did fulfill His promise to bring them back from their exile in Babylon.




 




As we read about God Himself sprinkling “clean water” on them, to cleanse them from their sin, how can we not also think of our own baptism, where God did the same for us? For in baptism we see God’s own power, cleansing us through the water He has blessed for the forgiveness of our sins.




 




Collect: Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we who have celebrated the solemnities of the Lord’s Resurrection, may, by the help of Thy grace, bring forth the fruits thereof in our life and conversation; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. Matthew 28:16-20 (NKJV)




 




28:16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had appointed for them. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted.




 




18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.




 




Devotion




 




“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations.”




 




Jesus meets His disciples on a mountain. Good things happen on mountains, but this one is in Galilee; Galilee “of the Gentiles.” No room for confidence in the mountain. The eleven disciples are there, but there should be twelve. No room for confidence in the number. We are told that “they worshiped Him, but some doubted.” No room even for confidence in the disciples’ confidence.




 




Then Jesus speaks. All authority in heaven and on earth are His. There, and there alone, is what faith latches on to: Jesus, and that which proceeds from Him. His words charge the Eleven with the making of disciples, defined as Baptism in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and “teaching them to observe all things” that He has imparted to us. When all other sources of spiritual security fail, Jesus holds, and so does His Baptism and His teaching. God grant us therefore to discard all false sources of security, and instead faithfully to cling to Jesus, His Baptism, and His teaching.




 




Collect: Almighty God, Who, through Thine Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, hast overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life: We humbly beseech Thee, that, as Thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by Thy continual help we may bring the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. John 20:11-18 (NKJV)




 




20:11 But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 13 Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”




 




She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.”




 




14 Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?”




 




She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.”




 




16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!”




 




She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher).




 




17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’”




 




18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her. 




 




Devotion




 




“Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to Him, ‘Rabboni!’”




 




A grieving Mary Magdalene is standing outside the tomb of Jesus. Jesus had cast demons out of her, essentially giving her life back. Of course, that had led her to follow Him, and she doubtless heard and learned much about the salvation and eternal life He brings. Can you imagine her grief at Jesus’ death? And can you imagine the depth of the comfort of hearing Him call her name?




 




We too are born sinful, unclean, and by nature in league with the devil. It may not have looked as dramatic as demonic possession, but we were just as lost. Yet in Isaiah 43:1, we hear God promise, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are Mine.” This applies all the more to the people of God in the New Testament! In Holy Baptism we have the same comfort Mary Magdalene received. God has called us by name, and placed His Name on us. Jesus’ gifts of forgiveness and eternal life are ours, now and forever.




 




Collect: Almighty God, Who, through Thine Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, hast overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life: We humbly beseech Thee, that, as Thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by Thy continual help we may bring the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. Matthew 28:1-8 (NKJV)




 




28:1 Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on it. 3 His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men.




 




5 But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7 And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.”




 




8 So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word. 




 




Devotion




 




“You seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for He is risen, as He said.”




 




It is the day of the Lord’s resurrection. The Marys go to His tomb, where an angel has rolled the stone away and sat on it. Do notice the tenses of the verbs: He was crucified, past tense. He is risen, present tense for a past event. He has risen, He is still risen, and He is going to stay risen, “as He said.” He told you it would be so, and now, it is so.




 




They are instructed to go tell His disciples the good news. They are not therefore pastors, and nowhere in the New Testament do they make any such pretense. But they are a long way from being unimportant! We can all speak that good news to others. We are all entrusted with speaking the words, “Christ is risen!”




 




At Christmas, we still see scenes with Jesus in a manger, but we know He is not in the manger anymore. Year round, we see crucifixes, crosses with Jesus’ body on them, but we know He is no longer on the cross. These are reminders of all the things He has done, past tense, for our salvation. Our great joy is to know and confess, “Christ is risen!”




 




Collect: Almighty God, Who, through Thine Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, hast overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life: We humbly beseech Thee, that, as Thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by Thy continual help we may bring the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. John 21:1-14 (NKJV)




 




21:1 After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in this way He showed Himself: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.”




 




They said to him, “We are going with you also.” They went out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they caught nothing. 4 But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Then Jesus said to them, “Children, have you any food?”




 




They answered Him, “No.”




 




6 And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.




 




7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from land, but about two hundred cubits), dragging the net with fish. 9 Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you have just caught.”




 




11 Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not broken. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and eat breakfast.” Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who are You?”—knowing that it was the Lord. 13 Jesus then came and took the bread and gave it to them, and likewise the fish.




 




14 This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples after He was raised from the dead. 




 




Devotion




 




“Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’”




 




When Jesus first called him, Peter recognized the Lord by a miraculous catch of fish. Now the miracle is repeated. John tells Peter, “It is the Lord.” And, we are told, this is now the third time the risen Christ has appeared to the disciples.




 




They had seen Him twice before. They knew He was risen. And yet Peter says, “I’m going fishing.” What does one do, once one comes to saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? Very often, the answer is, “go back to the same job you were doing before.” Many of the tasks of our everyday life do not change in terms of outward appearance. But our mindset in doing those tasks changes. We do our labors as unto the Lord, grateful both for our eternal salvation and for our lives in this world. We do those tasks knowing that our Lord has His use of them, and of us in doing them. And so Peter and the disciples going fishing becomes a tremendous example of Christian vocation for us.




 




Collect: Almighty God, Who, through Thine Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, hast overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life: We humbly beseech Thee, that, as Thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by Thy continual help we may bring the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. Luke 24:36-47 (NKJV)




 




24:36 Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and said to them, “Peace to you.” 37 But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed they had seen a spirit. 38 And He said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.”




 




40 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet. 41 But while they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to them, “Have you any food here?” 42 So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb. 43 And He took it and ate in their presence.




 




44 Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” 45 And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.




 




46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And you are witnesses of these things.”




 




Devotion




 




“Repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations.”




 




Jesus “opened their understanding” so His disciples could understand that the whole point of the Old Testament was that He must suffer and die and rise on the third day. Only Jesus can open our minds to understand that. A right understanding of Scripture is itself a gift of the Lord.




 




Rightly understanding God’s Word, the disciples are to preach “repentance and remission of sins.” We Lutherans would say “Law and Gospel.” The Christian message is the Law, which shows us our sin and our need for repentance, and then also the Gospel, showing us that we have remission of sins on account of the suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ.




 




Especially in a season of election campaigns, many try to “hijack” Jesus in the service of their political (or some other) agenda. God grant us a right understanding of Scripture, that we accept no ‘imitation Jesuses’. Rather, God grant us faithfully to receive His message, and so to repent of our sins and embrace the salvation that is ours on account of Christ Jesus, our risen Lord.




 




Collect: Almighty God, Who, through Thine Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, hast overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life: We humbly beseech Thee, that, as Thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by Thy continual help we may bring the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. Luke 24:1-35 (NKJV)




 




24:1 Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. 2 But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 Then they went in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments. 5 Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 7 saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’”




 




8 And they remembered His words. 9 Then they returned from the tomb and told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles. 11 And their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened.




 




13 Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 15 So it was, while they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him.




 




17 And He said to them, “What kind of conversation is this that you have with one another as you walk and are sad?”




 




18 Then the one whose name was Cleopas answered and said to Him, “Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not known the things which happened there in these days?”




 




19 And He said to them, “What things?”




 




So they said to Him, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him. 21 But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these things happened. 22 Yes, and certain women of our company, who arrived at the tomb early, astonished us. 23 When they did not find His body, they came saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. 24 And certain of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but Him they did not see.”




 




25 Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.




 




28 Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and He indicated that He would have gone farther. 29 But they constrained Him, saying, “Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.” And He went in to stay with them.




 




30 Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight.




 




32 And they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?”




 




33 So they rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 And they told about the things that had happened on the road, and how He was known to them in the breaking of bread. 




 




Devotion




 




“Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight.”




 




Two despondent disciples walk toward Emmaus. Jesus joins them, but they don’t recognize Him, not until they enter the house, and Jesus takes the bread, blesses it, and gives it to them. That’s when “they knew Him.”




 




A great many Christians long for connection to the blessed things of our salvation accomplished by our Lord during Holy Week, so they watch movies on the topic, or listen to special Easter-oriented Christian music. Those things may benefit Christian knowledge and even stir godly emotion, but the Lord Himself has given us true connection in the Word and Sacraments of His Church. In the Lord’s Supper, we receive what Christ instituted on Maundy Thursday, what Christ sacrificed on Good Friday, and what rose from the dead on Easter morning. God grant us to rejoice in the forgiveness of sins and the promise of our resurrection, bestowed on us in Holy Communion.




 




Collect: Almighty God, Who, through Thine Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, hast overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life: We humbly beseech Thee, that, as Thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by Thy continual help we may bring the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. Matthew 27:57-66 (NKJV)




 




27:57 Now when evening had come, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. 58 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be given to him. 59 When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and laid it in his new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and departed. 61 And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, sitting opposite the tomb.




 




62 On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, 63 saying, “Sir, we remember, while He was still alive, how that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64 Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him away, and say to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead.’ So the last deception will be worse than the first.”




 




65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you know how.” 66 So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard. 




 




Devotion




 




In the beginning, when God had finished creating all things, He rested. On Holy Saturday, after Christ had accomplished all things according to the Scriptures to accomplish our Redemption and to bring about the New Creation, He rested in the grave. Today, let us take the time to meditate quietly in true faith over what we have seen and heard from the Scriptures this Lenten season, as we wait for the celebration of Christ’s glorious resurrection from the dead on Easter Sunday.




 




Being made contrite over our sins from the demonstration of God’s wrath and displeasure on Calvary’s hill, let us always take heart and be encouraged from the image of our Savior, who manifested the great love which God has for us that He would send His Son to save us. As St. John writes in his first epistle, “We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. … And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.” (1 John 4:14, 16)




 




Collect: O God, Who didst enlighten this most holy night with the glory of the Lord’s Resurrection: Preserve in all Thy people the spirit of adoption which Thou hast given, so that renewed in body and soul they may perform unto Thee a pure service; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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